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as a love object because  she  is  a source of punishments and
prohibitions.

Bernadette does not turn her longing and love toward the woman
of her hallucination in religious ecstasy, as one might think. Actually
she conceives her quite realistically, simply as "the lady/5 an earthly
being with whom she will from now on enter into an ardent love
relation. Bernadette's relation with her lady differs from the usual
young girl's love for an idealized women only in that the lady is a
product of fantasy. This difference is diminished by the fact,
mentioned above, that in the case of other girls too the loved woman
often has no actual objective reality value, for they know her very
little, sometimes only from a picture or casual personal impression.
Subjectively, however, the role of such an ideal is all the more
important, As with Bernadette, it is a substitute for the lacking or lost
friend, and often a compromise solution between the longing for the
mother and the defence against an attachment to the latter that
cannot be gratified or is dangerous. The lady's love frees little
Bernadette from her feelings of guilt. Later the lady, by such modest
means as nodding, smiling, or making little gestures of displeasure,
points out ways in which Bernadette can remain free of guilt feelings,
thus satisfying a need that she shares with many young girls. The
realistic character of Bernadette's fantasy love, humanly true and
not super-humanly divine, is the most fascinating element in Franz
WerfePs heroine.

We know that the friendship of children of the same sex involves
many dangers. One is mutual seduction into impermissible acts as
a result of release from guilt feelings; another is eventual fixation of
homosexual tendencies and the influence that these may exert later
on the course of psychosexual development during adolescence.

We have mentioned before that the friendship of two girls often
continues in a typical fashion after the appearance of the first
heterosexual tendencies in early puberty. A triangular situation
arises, lending to this phase a bi-sexual character. The young girl
still wavers between homosexual and heterosexual objects, and her
turn toward heterosexuality is accomplished only gradually. This
triangular constellation may be inaugurated in prepuberty^ as in the
common love of two girls for their teacher or leader. The first
groping excursions in the direction of heterosexuality arc playfully
undertaken in common. The girls take pleasure in experiences that
they can exchange with each other. As they grow older, various
complications take place witiun the triangle. The more mature of
the two girk begins to be more serious about the partner of the other